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Office Action Summary 
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09/464,997 



Applicant(s) 



Watkins 



Examiner 

Katherine A. Bareford 



Art Unit 

1762 



. MXet , e ~ hse t with the correspondence address - 

The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet witn 

Period for Reply TO F v P . RE t^ree MONTH(S) FROM 
A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE __wree 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ^ ^ ^ mgy a rep|y be timety file d 

. „,,,„ p.„od .be*. .*.««.*.« (30, d.„. slx ,„ MONT „S, rom *.a,..» S <i...ot»,B 

. » £ SSTSS-^— *~ - — - — ' >" M * -* ' ABANDONED ,3 6 U S C , , 33,. 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(D). 

Status , „ ~ nn0 ' 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 23, muz 



closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 9 to u 



2b) □ This action is non-final. 



Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 1-1 7 



4a) Of the above, claim{s) 
5)D Ciaim(s) 



6) 59 rip'"!*) 1 4 5 - 8 ' w < and 12 

7) D Claim(s) . 

8) □ Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

lication Papers 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 



10)Q The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 , iiQ( a )-(d). 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 

a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

9 n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

•Sae - a«ac jSSoffiee ac«io„ for . iis. 0, «. ^ f^™ ^ 
, «)□ Acknovwiadsemen. I, mada ot a claim for domes* priority unda. 35 U.S.C. S 91.1- 

Attachment(s) 



151 □ Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 

16) □ Notice of Draftspersons Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) 

17) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0-1449) Paper No(s). . 



18) □ Interview Summary (PT0-413) Paper No(s). 

19) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-152) 

20) □ Other: 



\U S Patent and Trademark Office 

\TO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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Application 

, . The amendment of Jan. 23, 2002 (cert. of mailing date Dec. 17, 200,) has been receive. 



and entered. 



Election/Restriction 

3 Applicant's e,ec t io„ of Group I, Cairns 1-12 in Paper No. .2 is acknowledged. Because 
appiican, did no, distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the restriction 



The Examiner notes 



the cancellation of nonelected claims 13-17. 



Specification 
4. The title of the invention is now descriptive. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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6 Claims S is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for fai.ing 

invention. 

Claim 8, line 1, "rapidly" should be deleted to correspond ,o the amendment to claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
, The following is a .uotafon of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 USC. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

8 The rejection of Cairns 1, 3, 7, 9 and 1 1 under 3 5 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
(hereinafter • ,63) is withdrawn due ,0 applicant's amendments to the claims. 



EP 380 163 A2 i 



9. The following is a quotatio 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

n of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 



(a)Apa tent may not b eo^^ 

[LI 102 of this title, if the ^^^^SS^SL the invention was made to a person 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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,0. Claims 1,8-9 and «« ^eced under 35 U.S.C. .03(a) as being unpatentable over EF 
380 163 A2 (hereinafter • 163) in view of Doucet (US 4364882). 

• 163 teaches a method of applying a syntactic foam insulation to a length of pipe. Column 
, ,i„e30,hroughco,um»4,,ine,0. An i m er syntactic foam insulator and an outer proteOtve 

^^.^^^^•^■^^^ 

desired shape about the length of pipe. Column 3, lines 35-45 and figures 3-4. 

Cairn 9 • ,63 teaches a method of applying a syntactic foam insulation to a length 
Column 1, hne 30 through column 4, line ,0. An inner syntactic foam insuiator and an outer 
protective cover are co-e^ded around the length of pipe. Column, B»es2-20 and column, 
lines 5-45 and figures 3-4. The cover is rapidly solidified. Column 3, lines 35-45. This retains the 

• ,« .caches all the features of these Cms except (1) the thermoplastic resm and (2) the 

air cooling (claims 8 and 12). 

However, Douce, teaches a method of applying a foam insmation to a length of pipe. 

or < o< »M fioure 1 An inner foam insulator and an 
Column 2, lines 15-40 and column 3, lines 5-25 and figure 1. An 

j . . . nf n : n ~ frn-extruded with the foam and 
outer protective cover are co-extruded around a length of p,pe (co extrude 

cov er) Column 2, .ines .5-40 and colunu, 3, lines 5-25 and figure The cover is rapidly 

Edified. Column 2, lines 60-65. This retains , be foam in a desired shape aboutthe.ength of 
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lines 5-35 and figure 1 . The cover material is a 



pipe. Column 2, lines 15-40 and 60-65, column 3, 
thermoplastic. Column 3, lines 5-10. 

„ wou ,d have been obvious to one of ordinary *U, in the ar, a. the time the invention was 
m ade ,o modify ' > 63 to use a thermopiastic as taugh, by Douce, with an expectation of simi,ar 

,ayer and an ou.er iayer by extrusion, and Douce, reaches ,ha, when forming a ,hree iayer p,pe 

k „own ,o use a ,hermop,as,ic ou,er ,aye, !t further wouid have been obvious ,o provide - 

the product to cool. 



11. 



Claims 4-5 and 10 are rejected under 35 



163 A2 in view 



of Doucet as applied to claims 



U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EP 380 
1 8-9 and 12 above, and further in view of Francis 



(US 4773448). 

• ,63 in view of Douce, .eaches aU ,he fea,ures of these claims except ,he wa,er bath 

cooling. 

soiidny ,he pipe after extrusion. Coiumn 2, hnes ,5-35. The outer iayer of the pipe can be made 

of polyvinyl chloride. Column 2, lines 33-40. 
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* A\ n *rv skill in the art at the time the invention was 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 

• • fnoucet to use water bath cooling as taught by Francis with an 
made to modify '163 in view of Doucet to w 

, fc qe M 6 3inviewofDoucet.teachesformingamultilayer P . P e 
expectation of similar results, because 163 in view 

„ r andFrancisteachesthatwhenfornungamultilayerpipebyextrusion,, 
by extrusion and cooling, and Francis teacnc 

.oonven—y^n.ouseawa.erba.h.ocooUheex.ruaed^a,. 



12. 



Hornbeck (US 4465449) and 



Conlon (US 4322260) teach making extruded pipe. 



Response to Arguments 

, nsulatedpipesofth e tyP e — „. IO -*.P-^*"— *- 

M ™t look to the field of below ground sewage 
in ,he field of thermal insulation for ptpehnes would not look 

pipes, and thus, the references are not property combinable. 

The Examiner has reviewed these arguments, however, the rejection is maintatned. 
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apphcatron. However, P _ or , ifnot , then be reason* 

prior ar, reference must e,ther be ,n the 

nas aba S is f orre i ec«ono f , h e d a i n,eo i nven. i o,See/ nre O., ter ,9 7 7F,c 1 4«, 

UP , oouce.isa.theieast.rea^nablypertinent.o.he 

US PQ2d 1443 (Fed. Or. 1992). In tta ease, Douce. ,s, 

h noucet '163 and applicant are all 

providing such a pipe. 1 t™s, one 
constructed pipe. 



action. 



policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



; THREE 



reminded of the extension of time 

w , 1 e X p,reon,beda,et h ead^a« i on i s-ed,anda„ y — fee pursuant, 3 
CFR 1 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
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however, 
final action 



will the statutory period for reply expire 



later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 



15 ^concerning — onorearUerco,— = he — 

examiner can normaUy be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7.00 am to 4.30 pm. 
also be reached on alternate Fridays. 



can 



If attempts to reach the examiner 



by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Shrive P Beck, can be reached on (703) 308-2333 . 

Any in^ry of a genera, nature or re,a, mg to .he status of this app.ieat.on or prooeedmg 

should be directed to the reo 



eptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0651. 




KATHERINt A- BwEFORD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
6R0UP44W-|7=O 



